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The Beginning of Life
Life begins through Existence
The question of the beginning of life has led to extensive arguments. These are based on whether life begins through being or existence. An attempt to critically answer this requires one to be conversant with the two concepts. The two have a relationship but differ in terms of their definitions. Existence entails the ability to interact physically with the universe. Being, on the other hand, entails a state of being present. The possibility of existence is dependent on being. Life has to be in order to exist (Hall, 2006). Different fields have different opinions on the beginning of life. These ideas differ in philosophy, science, religion, and law. To some, the commencement of life begins at conception while to others; it is either being or existence. Life nonetheless begins through being. Conception is the basis of human life. The fetus is able to be present and develops progressively into an existing entity. Human existence is dependent on being. A fetus must be in order to exist and physically interact with the environment upon the event of birth and development (Darwin & Bynum, 2009). Proponents of existence argue that life begins to exist when a soul is infused into their bodies. These individuals support the notion that a fetus is not a human being until it has intellect and will. However, being is the initial stage which precedes existence. It is the core upon which life begins.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The concept of being starts with conception. This entails formation of an embryo as a result of the fusion of the male and female gametes (Pasnau, 2003). This gives rise to a genetically unique entity. Life is a recurrent process. It begins with fertilization, birth, growth and development and death. Each stage is essential in the progression of the next. Everything that has a beginning has an end. The end of one’s being is brought about by death. The Bible supports the notion that life begins at conception. For instance, God told Jeremiah that he had been set apart even before his birth. This is evident of the existence of personhood. Birth is a continuity of already existing being. The Bible is comprised of vast references to the unborn. It considers the unborn a real person, an already existing human being. The implication of this idea which has been proposed by science and religion is intensive debates on the issue of abortion. 
Since life starts at conception, which is ones being, abortion has been viewed as murder. There is no difference in the quality of life between people and the unborn. The idea is quite controversial according to various philosophers and groups in metaphysics (Hall, 2006). Thomas Aquinas advocates for abortion in any stage of prenatal development as murder. The metaphysical definition of where life begins is the infusion of the rational soul into the body of the fetus. This is what is referred to as existence in metaphysics. Aquinas believes that conception is an important aspect of existence and maintains that abortion is murder. He, however, argues that existence begins when the fetus has intellect and will. Existence, he argues, is the commencement of life.
Aquinas claims that a soul is what makes one alive and unique. This uniqueness can be found in the personality traits of each individual. Differences in personality can be demonstrated by the fact that children from the same mother and father retain a difference in personalities despite the fact that they have the same origin. Aquinas believes that even though life is present in the womb, a fetus is not fully human until it has brainpower and will (Pasnau, 2003). A fetus is unable to exercise independence, free will, and intellect. Aquinas believes that it is only upon activation of the brain activities that existence begins. He claims that nonetheless, the body is critical for hosting the soul. The soul requires attachment to the right body. It is the determinant of identity and existence. His main argument is that the soul is incomplete without a body and God creates a soul with the corresponding body. It is only in the process of infusion that the fetus commences the use of its mind. Aquinas believes that this is when it is equipped with sensory stimulus to impact brain activity. The fetus engages in a cognitive activity in mid-gestation of prenatal development. He, however, denies that this life begins at conception. It is from this fact that the relationship between being and existence is derived (Darwin & Bynum, 2009).
It is true that life begins with being, this is when conception occurs. It is in this process that life is formed. This life is different from others and maintains its uniqueness. Nonetheless, existence occurs when the child has a mind of its own. This happens during development. Existence is highly dependent on being. Something has to be before it exists. The soul is the core of a living individual. Even though Aquinas argues that it is infused into the body of the fetus forty days after birth, other metaphysics incorporate the idea that it is given by God at conception (Hall, 2006). They further argue that the soul is indestructible even by death. It is immortal and retains a constant state. Being is the beginning of life. The fetus then journeys into an individual with a wholly designed identity who later joins his permanent dwelling upon death. Abortion is therefore defined as the murder of a vulnerable human soul. The advocating of the idea that the mortal soul is put into the body at the beginning by metaphysics is enough evidence to prove that life begins through being which occurs upon conception.
The embryo formed during this stage is a whole human being. It is equipped with its corresponding soul. This completes its humanity. Through effective development, the neonate later becomes a fully grown individual with free will and intellect. The individual can be able to use their mind independently and control their actions and thoughts. The idea that life begins after the infusion the soul with the body after birth promotes the notion that life in the womb is insignificant and unequal to already existing life. This impact the opinion that abortion is not murder and sin and should, therefore, be allowed. However, God is the giver of life. He designs every individual according to his preference and views each and every person as equal entities before his eyes (Darwin & Bynum, 2009). This is regardless of whether one has been born or whether they are yet to be. Since life begins through being, abortion is the killing of innocent souls, who are unable to defend themselves against such cruel actions.
These controversial opinions have resulted in intense arguments on whether or not abortion should be allowed. Similarly, this has impacted diverse opinions on the issue of contraception. The morality of the use of conception has been extensively questioned since it hinders the generation of new individuals. It prevents women from unplanned pregnancies. This is generally acceptable since life is not yet formed. Again, it is crucial for women to undertake various precautionary measures to ensure that they do not give rise to individuals that they will be unable to sustain. Abortion is quite contrary to this since life is already formed. It equals murder. It is essential for women to embrace the use of contraceptives to prevent actions like abortion, which result from unplanned pregnancies.
The rise of different ideologies and opinions has led to debates on the beginning of life and what it entails. Different philosophers and groups have diverse ideas on where life begins. Some support the notion that life begins through being while others advocate for existence.  The side in which one identifies with shapes, or rather impacts his view of the morality of actions such as abortion and the use of contraception. Proponents of existence consider life in the womb unequal to already existing life (Hall, 2006). This promotes the view that abortion is not murder since the fetus is not a human being. However, it is crucial for one to realize that life inside the womb is equal to any other life. This is because life begins with being. One has to be in order to exist and physically interact with the universe. The relationship between being and existence is the fact that existence is dependent on being. Being precedes existence. An individual must have lived in the womb in order to have life in the world. Aquinas argues that the fetus is an inhuman being since it is devoid of a personality. Nonetheless, it is crucial to note that God infuses the embryo with a soul during conception. The fetus is a fully equipped human being with the ability to exercise independence, free will and intellect as development occurs.
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